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Hard Necessxtv
td Spokesmen for both parties and both
ends of Pennsylvania avenue are!
hastening to agree with Reprcsonta—f
11ve %‘E’f 'l:gv{as, who : says there
1elligen%mwns Mr Mahons m-i
cnntroverhble view ig that a person’
whose job i5 cloak-and- dagger should
keep his cloak around him at &lf txmes.
and his dagger carefully cnncealed
“A passion for anonymlty is an in-
tegral part ‘of their’ jobs," is how he
puts it.
One would never g S8 1L flom the,
]
which the Central Inl«allirfence Agency!
has pranced openly HIME Carib-|
bean and the halls af Washmgtun on while
insisting that it is husi-husH, &nd while
the Administration and Cotigfess have
together gone far further than any;
newspaper man would dare in dlSCllSS- _
ing American intclligence work. ;
The trath is that o all normal Amer-:
fcans, in and out of politics, it 1s &n:
chngxiaus thing that we should main-’
tain a huge network of sples and secrel;
agents. It is even more ungleasanL
when' intelhgence people are not ac-
countable to our representatives for!
their “Hetions, their spending, their!
policies, in the normal way.: So, per-,
haps, we try to take the undemocratic.
curse off the whole unsayory busivess.
by blabbing and bringing it as Jar
as possible into the open. ) :
. Unfortunately this is not the way in--
telligence works. If iL.is g be any
good it must he.gecret. It must. not
reply to unfair accusations or take.
'credxf for  successful operations. It
must work in the shadows and i,
silence, and the less it is talked about
in responsible quarters, the betier,
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